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A. 
DATE: August 26, 2019  

ADDRESS: 2908 Russell Boulevard   
ITEM: Preliminary Review to replace original Spanish tile roofing with Slate  

JURISDICTION:    Compton Hill Local Historic District τ Ward 6 
STAFF: Bethany Moore, Preservation Planner, Cultural Resources Office 

 

2908 RUSSELL BOULEVARD 

 

 

OWNERS & APPLICANTS:  

Janelle and Phillip Finder 

RECOMMENDATION:  

That the Preservation Board withholds 
preliminary approval to replace the 
original tile roof with slate as it does not 
comply with the Compton Hill Local 
Historic District Standards. 
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THE CURRENT WORK: 

      

The project is located in the Compton Hill Local Historic District where the Cultural Resources 

Office/Preservation Board has jurisdiction over exterior alterations to buildings and their sites 

located within the District.  The Office received a preliminary review application to remove the 

extant original Spanish tile roofing and replace it with slate. Both the existing tile and the proposed 

slate replacement will be variegated in color.  A portion of the tile has already been removed for a 

test patch without a permit.  

Currently, the sections of the roof that are visible from the street have retained the original Spanish 

tile roof while the non-street visible sections have been replaced with asphalt shingles. The 

applicant is proposing to replace the entire roof with slate. 

RELEVANT LEGISLATION: 

      

Excerpt from Ordinance #57702, Compton Hill Local Historic District:  

F. Exterior Materials  

1.  Materials for new or rehabilitated structures shall be compatible in type, texture and color 

with the original building material. If the building is new, materials shall be compatible in 

type, texture and color with the predominant original building materials used in the 

neighborhood.   

Does not comply. The proposed replacement slate is not compatible in type or texture 

with the original Spanish tile.  

H. Roof Shape and Material  

1. In neighborhoods in which a roof shape, angles and lines are dominant, new or renovated 

structures shall conform to such shape, angles and lines.    

2. Roof materials shall be slate, tile, copper or asphalt shingles. Roll roofing material, corrugated 

sheet metal, shiny metal, or brightly colored asphalt shingles are not permitted where seen. 

Does not comply. Replacing tile with slate would change alter the historic appearance 

of the roof as the two materials have different shapes and textures. Although slate is 

an allowable roofing material it is not compatible with the original roofing material. 

PRELIMINARY FINDINGS AND CONCLUSION: 

             

¢ƘŜ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳǇǘƻƴ Iƛƭƭ [ƻŎŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ 

and the specific criteria for roofs led to these preliminary findings. 

¶ 2908 Russell Boulevard is located in the Compton Hill Local Historic District. 

¶ The roof on the front façade of the house has retained its original tile roofing material. 

¶ The non-street-visible roof sections been replaced with asphalt shingles. 

¶ The Compton Hill Standards states that exterior materials for rehabilitated structures shall 
be compatible in type, texture and color with the original building material. 
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¶ While the color pattern of the proposed replacement slate is similar to the original color 
patter of the tile, it will result in a substantial change in the appearance of the roof.  

 

Based on these preliminary findings, the Cultural Resources Office recommends that the 

Preservation Board withhold Preliminary Approval to replace the tile roof with slate as it does not 

comply with the Compton Hill Historic District Standards. 
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B. 

DATE: August 26, 2019  

ADDRESS: #37 Westmoreland Place   
ITEM: Preliminary Review to enclose side porch 

JURISDICTION:    Central West End Local Historic District τ Ward 28 
STAFF: Daniel Krasnoff, Director, Cultural Resources Office 

 

37 WESTMORELAND PLACE 

OWNER: Mark & Margarita Fronmuller 

APPLICANT: 

Paul Fendler, Fendler & Associates, Inc. 

RECOMMENDATION:  

That the Preservation Board approve the 
porch enclosure as it complies with the 
Central West End Historic District 
Standards with the following stipulations: 
The bay window on the east façade cannot 
be altered or removed. 
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THE CURRENT WORK: 

      

The project is in the Central West End Certified Local Historic District where the Cultural Resources 

Office/Preservation Board has jurisdiction over exterior alterations to buildings located with the 

District.  The applicant has applied for a Preliminary Review to enclose an existing street-visible side 

porch. In consultation with the Cultural Resources Office, the applicant has revised the design of the 

enclosure to minimize its impact on the original architectural features of the porch.  The proposed 

enclosure is now placed at the rear of the columns to protect the historic construction and make it 

apparent that the porch was originally open.    

 

RELEVANT LEGISLATION: 

      

Excerpt from Ordinance #69423, Central West End Historic District:  

I. Introduction 

The primary objective of the Central West End Historic District is to maintain the distinctive 

character, quality of construction and individual architectural integrity of structures within the 

historic district. In pursuit of this objective, these standards embrace as their fundamental or 

underlying guiding principle the concept that original or historically significant materials and 

architectural features of the buildings within the historic district shall be maintained and 

repaired whenever possible rather than replacedΧ..Historic architectural features and materials 

shall be retained. 

All original elements are being retained and the enclosure design makes apparent that the 

porch was originally open.  The only impact on the existing elements is to attach the new 

construction to the rear of columns.   

The following are specific standards to govern the use of structures and to establish criteria by 

which alterations to existing structuresτas well as new constructionτcan be reviewed for 

compliance with these standards. Some of the guidelines are precise, whereas others are 

necessarily more general, allowing a range of alternative solutions which are compatible with 

the existing context. 

The standards regarding the enclosure of porches are imprecise, so the appropriateness of 

the porch enclosure will be based upon specific circumstances.     

B.  Architectural Elements 

 Original or historically significant architectural features shall be maintained and repaired 

rather than replaced. Architectural elements on existing structures shall be maintained in 

their original size, proportion, detailing and material(s). No historic architectural detail or 

trim shall be obscured, covered or sheathed with material of any kind. It is understood, 

however, that historically correct awnings, storm sash or shutters may partially obscure 

some details when viewed from certain angles. (See paragraph B.5.) 
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Mostly complies.  The features that define the porchτthe exposed columnsτare 

being maintained and are not being replaced.   The bay window on the east façade 

of the house will no longer be visible but is not being altered. 

3) Porches and Balconies 

Porches, verandas and balconies are considered to be character-defining features on 

building in the historic district, and careful attention should be paid to their 

maintenance and/or restoration. Original or historic porches, verandas and balconies, 

including their component elements such as columns, pilasters, handrails, balusters, 

pediments, cornices, steps, etc., shall be preserved through in-kind repair and 

maintenance when visible. Photographic evidence will be provided of the 

deteriorated condition of an original or historic porch, veranda, or balcony or any of 

its component elements to justify replacement. The replacement element shall 

replicate the originals in size, dimensions, proportion, profile, shape, geometric 

pattern, color and, in the case of column shafts, taper or entasis. Replicas shall be 

made of the same materials as the historic porch or porch component. In rare 

instances when a persuasive argument is presented, a compatible substitute material 

may be considered. In the case of non-structural ornamental detail situated at or 

above cornice-level, replicated elements may be fabricated of a substitute material, 

for example, cast stone or molded fiberglass, that exactly replicates the details and 

dimensions of the original. If an original or historic porch, veranda or balcony, or any 

constituent element thereof, has/have been removed, these may be replicated when 

evidence, (e.g., an historic drawing or photograph) is available to document what was 

previously there. 

The proposal is designed with careful attention to maintaining the original components 

of the porch while allowing for its enclosure.  The section on Porches and Balconies 

does not preclude the closure and the design of this project is deferential to the 

historic character of the structure. 

PRELIMINARY FINDINGS AND CONCLUSION: 

             

The Cultural Resources OfficeΩǎ consideration of the Central West End Historic District standards and 

the specific criteria for windows led to these preliminary findings. 

¶ 37 Westmoreland Place is located in the Central West End Local Historic District. 

¶ The side porch is clearly visible from Westmoreland Place. 

¶ The proposed enclosure is designed to minimize impact on original architectural features, 
particularly the porch columns  

¶ The bay window which is currently exposed will be retained 

¶ The proposed porch enclosure is designed to communicate that the porch was originally 
open. 

¶ The porch alteration is reversible  
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Based on these preliminary findings, the Cultural Resources Office recommends that the 
Preservation Board approve the porch enclosure as it complies with the Central West End Historic 
District Standards with the following stipulations: The bay window on the east façade of the house 
cannot be altered or removed. 

 

VIEW OF PORCH LOOKING WEST TOWARDS 37 WESTMORELAND PL. 
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EXISTING SIDE PORCH 

 

DETAIL OF SIDE PORCH 

 

PROPOSED FRONT (STREET-FACING) ELEVATION 


